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Dear Child Support Applicant:

The State of Minnesota requires a child support case be opened for all children who receive any type of public assistance.  Our office gathers information on each party of the case which is then used to assess and determine what action should be taken.  Appropriate actions include establishment of child support court orders, paternity establishment, and/or obtaining a court order even if the parties involved are residing together as a family.  Legal paternity establishment is required for children.

When you are a recipient of public assistance benefits, your cooperation is required to continue receipt of those benefits even if both parents reside together as a family.  By providing us with accurate information, we can establish an order and efficiently determine if case closure is warranted.  Our office will keep you informed of actions we are taking on your case.  

If you are currently involved in or anticipate a legal action not involving our office, such as a divorce or custody proceeding, please inform us as soon as possible.  We can intervene into the legal action and can assist with the process.  Please provide the name of any attorneys involved so our County Attorney may contact them directly.  In addition, if you have an Order for Protection (OFP) against the other party, please provide that information to us as soon as possible.  

IMPORTANT:  Complete the enclosed forms and return them to our office within 7 business days.  FAILURE TO RETURN THESE FORMS MAY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BENEFITS.  If you are residing with the other parent, please indicate on the application the date you started residing together.  The Direct Deposit form needs to be mailed or faxed to the MN Child Support Payment Center.  The fax number and the address are located on the form.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office at (507) 437-9715.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Mower County Child Support Department
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