
 

 

W o o d s t o v e s  W o o d s t o v e s  W o o d s t o v e s  W o o d s t o v e s      
a n d  a n d  a n d  a n d      

F i r e p l a c e sF i r e p l a c e sF i r e p l a c e sF i r e p l a c e s     

B efore 1970, in dustrial sources w ere 
largely respon sible for M issoula ’s a ir 
pollution .  By 197 4, strict en forcem en t 
of em ission  stan dards h ad reduced in -
dustrial pollution  by over 90% .   
 
Th en  cam e th e Arab oil em bargo of th e 
1970’s an d m ore people began h eating 
th eir h om es w ith  w ood.  In  1960, on ly 
about 300 h ouseh olds had w oodstoves.  
B y 1980, alm ost 12,000 M issoula  h om es 
h ad w oodstoves or fireplaces.    
 
W ood sm o ke caused M issoula  to violate 
federa l a ir quality stan dards.  In  1983 , 
th e Air Pollution  C on trol Board adopted 
th e first regulation s on  w ood stoves.  
Th ese w ere stren gth en ed in 1985 so th at 
on ly clean  burn in g w ood stoves could be 
in stalled in side th e Air Stagnation Zon e.  
In  addition , durin g Stage I Air Alerts 
burn in g w as severely lim ited . 
 
In  198 7, w ood sm oke w as still respon si-
ble for a  significan t portion   (47%) of 
M issoula ’s w in tertim e air pollution .   
M issoula  con tin ued to violate th e fed-
eral air quality  stan dards.  
 
As a  result, th e Air Pollution C on trol 
B oard adopted even  m ore strin gen t 
rules.  Sin ce 1994,  it h as been illegal to 
in stall w oodstoves in  th e Air Stagn ation 
Z on e an d all w oodstoves th at em it m ore 
th an  5.5 gram s particulate per h our 
m ust be rem oved upon  th e sa le of a 
property.  

W oo d sm oke         

T h e  M i s s o u la  Ci t y -C o u n t y  H e a lth  D e pa r tm e n t 

How  Y ou 

Burn  M akes 

a D ifference 

By 1996, w ood sm oke w as respon sible 
for about 10%  of M issoula ’s win tertim e 
air pollution .   Th e n um ber of people 
usin g w oodstoves in  th e M issoula valley 
h ad been  cut in half, an d th at n um ber is 
still declinin g. 
 
M issoula  suffers from  frequen t in ver-
sion s th at trap sm oke an d oth er pollut-
an ts, so w e w ill alw ays have to be care-
ful w ith h ow  m uch  pollution  w e are 
puttin g  in to our air.     
 
Th e M issoula C ity-C oun ty H ealth D e-
partm en t does n ot advocate w ood 
burn in g.   B ut, if you m ust burn , please 
follow  th e guidelin es in  th is pam ph let.   
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Avoid burning 
during warm 
weather. 
 

Burning in tem peratures above 40 oF re-

quires constant dampering, increasing 

em issions. 

 

Go outside  
and check  
your chimney  
for smoke.  
 
After about 15 m inutes of starting a fire, 

you should see very little smoke com ing  

from the chimney.  

 

   

Never burn  
on poor air 
quality days. 
 

Call 728-AIRE for air quality status and 

updates. 

Keep the damper 
open enough to  
maintain a  
hot fire. 

 
Sm oldering fires can cause six tim es  

m ore em issions than a hot, clean fire. 

 
Don’t overload 
your stove. 
 
Load your stove regu-

larly with as few logs  

as possible to m aintain a hot, clean 

flame.   

 

Check for  
creosote buildup. 
 
 

A clean chim ney 

increases wood 

burning efficiency 

and reduces the 

chance of danger-

ous chimney fires. 

 

Burn dry,  
well-seasoned 
wood. 
 

Burning dry wood reduces particulate 

and carbon m onoxide em issions and 

produces m ore heat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start your fire 
with small,  
dry kindling. 
 

Establish a hot flam e with kindling, 

and gradually add 4” to 5” diam eter 

wood to m aintain a hot, clean burning 

fire.  

 


