
AUSTIN/MOWER COUNTY-WIDE  ANNEX  F 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN  Evacuation, Traffic Control and Security 

12/2010 F-1  

   I. PURPOSE 
 
To outline how Evacuation, Traffic Control and Security will be carried out if required due to an 
emergency or disaster. 
 
 II. RATIONALE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
The rational for evacuation, whether for a large or small scale emergency, is that hazardous condition or 
potentially hazardous conditions can best be mitigated by moving the affected population to an area of 
lesser risk.  Prior to recommending evacuation due to an actual or potential hazardous materials-related 
threat, the appropriate city or county officials will evaluate the benefit of shelter in place. 
 
If sheltering is determined to be the most appropriate protective action, information and instructions will 
be provided to the affected citizens by utilizing the 24 Hour County Warning Point (also known as the 
LEC).  (This may include but is not limited to: closing all doors, windows and fireplace dampers, sealing 
or closing all vents, fans and other openings to the outside, turning off furnace/air conditioners, covering 
and staying away from windows and minimizing elevators (if available). 
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A. The Mower County Emergency Management Director, the County Sheriff and the 

appropriate city officials, will jointly prepare in advance for a potential evacuation of county 
residents. Their preparation will include a hazard analysis and vulnerability assessment of the 
various hazards in the county, and a determination of appropriate evacuation routes and 
traffic control points.  Evacuation of residents within city limits is generally the responsibility 
of city officials, but county officials will coordinate with the city officials responsible for the 
emergency activities. 

 
B. Pre-identified primary and secondary evacuation routes for the “population at risk” will be 

determined for each section 302 facility as needed. 
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C. In Austin/Mower County, the following official(s) will be responsible for recommending 
evacuation (see Resource Manual Warning and Notification): 

Official      Type(s) of Incident(s)  
 Chief of Police     Flooding 
 Mower County Sheriff   

 
Chief of Police     Tornado 

  Mower County Sheriff 
  
  Mower County Sheriff    Hazardous Materials Incident 
  Senior Ranking Official of the fire service    
  Involved by jurisdiction 
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Evacuating any area, city or rural, involves responsibilities and liabilities that are unique to the political 
sub-division, and every effort will be made to use the highest elected officer or his/her delegate 
authority for evacuation purpose. 
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D. The Mower County Sheriff, Public Works Director or designee will be responsible for 
conducting and coordinating any large scale evacuation of rural county residents or sheltering 
in place.  This coordination will include the evacuation activities of other participating 
agencies and jurisdictions.   In the event of a large scale and long term evacuation, essential 
resources (critical supplies, equipment, personnel, etc.) will be relocated as necessary. 

 
E.  MNWALK 16 

The Mower County Sheriff, Public Works Director and if requested the EMD will be 
responsible for the precautionary evacuation and preparation of instructions for people who 
must evacuate from a high-risk area, outside city limits.  (Inside city limits is generally the 
responsibility of the city officials.)  This is to include identification of centrally-located 
staging area(s) and pickup points for evacuees without private automobiles or other means of 
evacuation. 
 

F. The Mower County Sheriff and if requested the EMD will have primary responsibility for 
ensuring that the effected county residents, cities and facilities are notified of the need to 
evacuate. 
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G. The Mower County Sheriff will have primary responsibility for assisting handicapped, 
elderly, mobility-impaired, special needs and other individuals unable to evacuate 
themselves.  Health & Human services can assist with the identification and resources 
available for special population’s relocation.  The EMC shall assist in the coordination of 
these efforts.  The Austin Gold Cross Ambulance Service has mutual aid agreements with 
other ambulance services and has made arrangements with the school bus operators in 
Mower County to transport victims by using portable stretchers in the buses. 

 
H. The Mower County Sheriff’s Office and if requested EMD will be responsible for 

establishing and staffing any traffic control points that may be necessary.  
 

 
I. The Mower County Sheriff’s Office, Highway Patrol, the Austin Police Department, the 

Austin/Mower County Police Auxiliary and Sheriff’s Posse will be responsible for 
maintaining access control and security for evacuated areas. 
 

J. The local wrecker service and Austin and Mower County engineers will be responsible for 
the removal of stalled vehicles, obstructions, or any other roadway impediments so that the 
evacuation route(s) can remain open.  They will be assisted by the Austin Park and 
Recreation Department. 
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K. Within the (affected) municipalities in Mower County, police and/or fire departments will be 

responsible for coordinating an evacuation effort, with assistance from the County Sheriff for 
traffic control and security.  A primary and secondary route will be established using GIS 
mapping located at the Mower County Public Works Department.  See Attachment F-A for 
major roads in Mower County. 

 
L. In consultation with local and/or state hazardous materials specialists, the ranking fire person 

will be responsible for determining when evacuees can safely return to their residents. 
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M. The Mower County Human Society, Austin City Pound will be contacted be the EMC for 
assistance in case of need for coordinating pet evacuation and sheltering. 
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N. PIO by direction of the Sheriff or designees will issue the all clear for return to the evacuated 
area and reentry instructions will be communicated via the 24 Hour Warning Point (LEC). 

 
III. SUPPORTING AGENCIES/ORGANIZATIONS 

 
A. All Ambulance Service vehicles may be available, if needed. To evacuate non-ambulatory 

individuals. 
 

B. Austin could provide buses, if needed, to assist in the evacuation process.  These vehicles 
may also serve as a means of transport for essential workers from risk areas. 

 
C. Assistance for traffic control and security may be available from: 

Austin Mower County Police Auxiliary and Sheriff’s Posse. 
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D. Public transportation could be requested by the Sheriff, Incident Command or designee. 
 

IV. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
 
 A. The County Resource Manual contains listings of both congregate care facilities and 

shelters available in the county. 
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Mower County Cities     Attachment 1 
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Transportation Routes of Extremely Hazardous Materials 

 
(The Main route through Mower County is I-90 with Hwy 218, Hwy 56, Hwy 105 and Hwy 63 being secondary) 
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Mower County Infrastructure 
 

 


