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SPECIAL SESSION OF THE MOWER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 

June 10, 2014 
 

The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower, 
Minnesota, met in Special Session June 10, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. at the Government Center in 
Austin, Minnesota. 

 
All members present, viz: Tony Bennett, Chair 

Mike Ankeny, Vice Chair 
Tim Gabrielson 
Polly Glynn 
Jerry Reinartz 
Craig Oscarson, County Coordinator 

 
 Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to 
approve the agenda as amended by adding the following items:   
 Personnel:  Approve/deny unpaid medical leaves (non-FMLA) 
 General Business: Approve/deny Applications for Tax Abatement; and  
  Liquor License Applications.   
Motion carried.  
 
HUMAN SERVICES BOARD: 
Overview of director’s report.  Status on Funeral Assistance Policy.  Adams Health Care 
Center, de-licensing of beds. 
 
 Commissioner Glynn moved and Commissioner Reinartz seconded to approve 
payment to vendors for Human Services Accounts Payable.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Glynn moved and Commissioner Gabrielson seconded to table the 
revised Funeral Policy.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Ankeny moved and Commissioner Reinartz seconded to authorize the 
Chair and the Director to sign the following Purchase of Service Agreements: 

a. Independent Management Services (Steve Thorson) – approve amendment to 
contract for Semi-Independent Living Services (SILS), effective January 1, 
2014 to December 31, 2014. 

Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Gabrielson moved and Commissioner Glynn seconded to approve the 
destruction of designated Agency files in accordance with DHS Rules and Regulations.  All 
previously approved files have been destroyed.  Motion carried. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIONS: 
 Commissioner Ankeny moved and Commissioner Reinartz seconded to approve the 
Social Service Actions.  Motion carried. 
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INCOME MAINTENANCE ACTIONS: 
 Commissioner Gabrielson moved and Commissioner Glynn seconded to approve the 
Income Maintenance Actions.  Motion carried. 
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Glynn to 
adjourn the Human Services Board meeting at 9:28 a.m.  Motion carried. 
 
COUNTY BOARD  
The Special Session of the Board was reconvened at 9:28 a.m. for regular business items. 
 

Deb Heise, Social Worker, was recognized for retirement from Mower County with 
15 years of service. 
 
 Scott Baudler, provided the Board with an update on the activities and function of 
“The Bridge.” 
 
 Commissioner Gabrielson, on behalf of the Personnel Committee, reported to the 
Board that a change made to the PTO policy on January 1, 2012 resulted in using years of 
service for determining the accrual rate on the PTO schedule. Prior to this change the accrual 
rate was based on hours worked per year, meaning part-time positions received a prorated 
accrual of their PTO. When the policy changed the accrual method was changed for those 
persons currently in part-time positions. There was one employee, employee number 74, 
whose accrual rate had not been adjusted because they were not on the list of part-time 
employees because she had accepted a full-time position. Due to not being on the list of 
positions that were qualified for this change, this employee has been accruing at the wrong 
rate. The recommendation to correct this is to credit the PTO that was not given to this 
employee since the change in policy by crediting 40 hours to her PTO bank and to pay out 
51.17 hours of PTO at the rate at which it was accrued. 
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny  
to pay out 51.17 hours of PTO at the rate of pay it was accrued and to credit 40 hours to the 
PTO bank for employee number 74.   Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Gabrielson further reported to the Board that a request has been 
received by the Human Resources Director for an employee in the Highway Department for 
an unpaid leave of absence beyond that provided by FMLA.  The request is to grant 
approximately an additional 3 months beyond what is required under FMLA leave.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to 
approve an additional 12 weeks  (beyond FMLA) as an unpaid leave for employee number 
3010 until August 29, 2014. This leave is conditioned upon the receipt of an updated 
physician’s statement on or before August 29, 2014, regarding the condition and ability to 
return to work.   Motion carried.  
 



COMMISSIONERS’ RECORD MOWER COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

 6 10 14.docx Page RR - 149 

 Lastly, Commissioner Gabrielson reported that a request has been received by the 
Human Resources Director for an employee in the Health and Human Services Department 
for an unpaid medical leave of absence for up to 8 weeks. The approximate start date is 
August 14, 2014. The request is for employee number 5042.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to 
approve an unpaid medical leave of absence for employee number 5042 for up to 8 weeks, to 
begin on or about August 14, 2014.   Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Reinartz, on behalf of the Finance Committee, informed the Board of a 
request of the County Sheriff to amend the Sheriff’s budget by $20,000 for the purchase of 
13 Toughbooks for the squad cars.   It was reported that unforeseen changes/updates in the 
computer software system has rendered the computers in the squads unusable due to 
incompatibility with the new software.   

 
 Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Gabrielson to 
amend the Sheriff’s budget in the amount of $20,000 to purchase refurbished Toughbooks for 
the squads.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Reinartz further reported that a Jail has requested a budget amendment 
to purchase inmate exercise equipment in the amount of $3,315 from canteen fund reserves.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz seconded by Commissioner Glynn to amend 
the jail budget for the purchase of inmate exercise equipment in the amount of $3,315 from 
canteen fund reserves.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Ankeny, on behalf of the Building Committee, reported that staff is 
receiving bids for painting the walls and new flooring in selected areas of the government 
center.   
 
 The attendees at the District IX AMC meeting provided the rest of the board with a 
brief update of the meeting.   
 
The Board recessed at 10:04 a.m. and reconvened at 10:13 a.m. 
 
 Angie Knish, Environmental Services Supervisor, provided the Board with a report 
on the events, results and recommendation of the inspection performed at 24248 534th 
Avenue, Austin, MN due to the reported public health nuisance pertaining to cockroaches.    
The landlord was present at the meeting.   A discussion followed.  
  
 Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Glynn to order 
that the source of the public health nuisance, an infestation of cockroaches, present at 24248 
34th Avenue, Austin, MN 55912 be abated/removed at the landlord’s expense allowing the 
landlord to schedule the abatement by hiring a pest control firm of his choosing as long as the 
abatement is done in accordance with State guidelines, the abatement completed within 10 
days and allowing the property to be inspected following the abatement.   Motion carried. 
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 Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Gabrielson to 
approve the warrants: 
AMOUNT   VENDOR NAME                     AMOUNT   VENDOR NAME 
   1018.71 ABOVE ALL CLEANING, INC          9744.66 ADVANCED CORRECTIONAL HEALTHCA 
    208.80 ANKENY'S MINI MART #5             219.69 AUSTIN BUILDERS SUPPLY, INC 
   1121.85 AUSTIN NEWSPAPERS INC           32136.18 AUSTIN UTILITIES 
    260.00 BJORKLUND COMPENSATION CONSULT    427.00 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC. 
    100.00 BUREAU OF CRIMINAL APPREHENSIO   6166.09 CARDMEMBER SERVICE 
    468.45 CDW GOVERNMENT INC               2218.99 CEDAR VALLEY SERVICES, INC 
   3114.76 CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS           1260.00 ALETA CHRISTOPHERSON 
    179.10 CITY CAR WASH INC                 300.00 DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
   1395.00 DANIEL DONNELLY LAW FIRM         1224.00 ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS RESEARCH 
    615.06 FIRST FINANCIAL TITLE            6327.48 FREEBORN COUNTY CO-OPERATIVE O 
   1250.00 GREGERSON EXPRESS                 110.37 HARTY MECHANICAL INC 
   1184.16 HOLIDAY CARS, INC.                227.10 INNOVATIVE OFFICE SOLUTIONS,LL 
    718.08 INTEREUM                          127.89 KESTNER ELECTRIC, INC. 
    535.50 EVAN LARSON LAW OFFICE            646.50 LASER PRODUCT TECHNOLOGIES 
 313858.06 LAW ENFORCEMENT TECHNOLOGY GRO    104.83 LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC 
    289.00 LENWAY LAW OFFICE                 146.95 LN REAL ESTATE LLC 
   1127.55 MANPOWER                          115.43 MATTHEW BENDER 
    487.75 MIDTOWN TOWING                    145.70 MINNESOTA SUPPLY COMPANY 
    254.00 MINNESOTA SUPREME COURT           857.39 NAPA AUTO PARTS 
    372.16 NORTH IOWA MEDIA GROUP           2736.50 OFFICE OF MN IT SERVICES 
    258.69 OWATONNA PEOPLES PRESS           4674.76 PARAGON PRINTING & MAILING INC 
   5825.50 PARENTING RESOURCE CENTER DBA    1366.09 PETROBLEND CORP. 
    197.92 PLUNKETT'S PEST CONTROL           314.74 PROLINE DIST INC 
    157.17 RICOH USA INC                    2656.02 RONCO ENGINEERING SALES, INC. 
  13000.00 RUFFRIDGE-JOHNSON EQUIPMENT CO    922.52 SCHILLING SUPPLY COMPANY 
    927.63 SCHOOL DISTRICT 492               168.80 SCHWAAB, INC 
    172.80 SEMA EQUIPMENT INC               4500.00 SHERIFF FREEBORN COUNTY 
    114.10 SHERIFF SHERBURNE COUNTY          129.42 SHRED-IT USA MINNEAPOLIS 
    127.50 PAUL SPYHALSKI                    286.58 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORPORATION 
   4919.24 TURNKEY CORRECTIONS              6551.75 TWIN CITY SECURITY INC 
   3235.65 ULLAND BROTHERS INC.             1245.00 US BANK EQUIPMENT FINANCE 
  15575.00 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC           405.00 VERIFIED CREDENTIALS INC 
    560.09 WASTE MANAGEMENT OF WI-MN 
             17 PAYMENTS LESS THAN  $100         806.33 
****                  FINAL TOTAL.......    $462,899.04  **** 

Motion carried. 
  
Date: June 10, 2014 Res. #53-14 

RESOLUTION 
 

 On motion of Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Glynn, the 
following Resolution was passed and adopted by the Mower County Board of 
Commissioners at a meeting held June 10, 2014 at the Government Center, Austin, 
Minnesota. 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 10, 2014 St. John’s the Baptist Church presented a request for a 
Minnesota Lawful Gambling License for gambling to be conducted at St. John’s the Baptist 
Church, Adams, MN; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Mower County Board of Commissioners does 
hereby approve the issuance of a Minnesota Lawful Gambling License to St. John’s the 
Baptist Church for gambling at St. John’s the Baptist Church, Adams, Minnesota. 
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 Passed and adopted this 10th day of June, 2014.  
  

THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 

By:_______________________________________ 
Chairperson 

 
 

By:_______________________________________ 
Clerk/Coordinator 

 
 Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner to deny the 
Application for Abatement of penalty and interest in the amount of $352.00 requested by 
Justin Hulst in regard to parcel number 19.021.0030 in Mower County for taxes payable in 
2013.  The basis for denial is based on Minnesota Statute §375.192.  Motion carried.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to 
deny the Application for Abatement of penalty and interest in the amount of $10.32 
requested by Joan Diggins in regard to parcel number 34.910.0080 in Mower County for 
taxes payable in 2014.  The basis for denial is based on Minnesota Statute §375.192.  Motion 
carried.  
   

Motion made by Commissioner Gabrielson, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to 
approve the following liquor and 3.2 beer licenses effective July 1, 2014 through June 30, 
2013 unless otherwise noted:  

Cedar River Country Club  Liquor  
Windrift Lounge  Liquor 
Echo Lanes   Liquor 
Beaver Trails Jellystone 3.2 beer 
Meadow Greens Golf Course 3.2 beer 
St. John’s Catholic Church 3.2 beer temporary for July 13, 2014 

Motion carried.   
 
 Motion by Commissioner Reinartz, seconded by Commissioner Glynn to adjourn the 
meeting at 10:55 a.m.  Motion carried.  The next meeting is scheduled for June 24, 2014 at 
9:00 a.m.  

 

THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

 
BY:___________________________________________ 

Chairperson 
Attest: 
 

By:___________________________________ 
Clerk/Coordinator     
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