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SPECIAL SESSION OF THE MOWER COUNTY  
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
August 9, 2011 

 
The Mower County Board of Commissioners in and for the County of Mower, 

Minnesota, met in Special Session August 9, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. at the Government Center in 
Austin, Minnesota. 

 
All members present, viz: Tim Gabrielson, Chair 

Mike Ankeny 
Raymond Tucker 
Jerry Reinartz 
Tony Bennett 
Craig Oscarson, County Coordinator 

GENERAL: 
Update on the Bridge. 
 
Overview of director’s report. 
 
Budget Discussion 
 

Commissioner Ankeny moved and Commissioner Reinartz seconded to approve the 
destruction of designated Agency files in accordance with DHS Rules and Regulations.  All 
previously approved files have been destroyed.  Motion carried. 
 
SOCIAL SERVICE ACTIONS: 

Commissioner Tucker moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded to approve the 
Social Service Actions.  Motion Carried. 
 
INCOME MAINTENANCE ACTIONS: 

Commissioner Ankeny moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded to approve the 
Income Maintenance Actions.  Motion Carried. 
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Bennett to 
authorize the Human Resources Director to fill the full-time position of jailer due to a 
resignation of a jailer in the Sheriff’s department according to union contract and personnel 
policies.   Motion carried. 
 
 The Assessor had made a recommendation to the Finance Committee to establish a 
fee for the process of calculating current year taxes on split property transactions.  The 
Finance Committee recommends that the County Board establish a fee.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Tucker, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to 
establish a fee for the Assessor’s office for the calculation of current year taxes on split 
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property transactions effective October 1, 2011.  The fee is set at $50 per split calculation.   
Motion carried.  
 
 The Building Committee reported that a move of Veteran Services from the basement 
to the first floor of the government center (old Interpretor’s offices) had been reviewed and 
the staff will be relocated.   
 
 The Board indicated that a portion of 16th Avenue SW,  Austin will have a three block 
portion of the shoulder paved to accommodate walkers from 26th to 29th Streets.  The City 
will pave the area with county materials that are available in the current budget.  
 

The Board recessed at 9:57 a.m and reconvened at 10:14 a.m. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Tucker, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to approve the 
following Commissioner warrants for payment:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Commissioners also reviewed the non-commissioner warrants.   Motion carried.  
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 Motion made by Commissioner Tucker, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to 
approve the letter of agreement with School District 492 for truancy services 2011-2012 and 
authorize the chair to sign the agreement.    Motion carried.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Bennett, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to 
approve a 5 year renewal contract with Vanguard Appraisals, Inc. for the Assessor website 
and authorize the Assessor to sign the contract subject to the County Attorney’s review and 
approval.  Motion carried.  
 
 Motion made by Commissioner Ankeny, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to 
offer to employees a voluntary vision plan with Avesis and approve the agreement with 
Avesis effective October 1, 2011 and authoirze payroll deductions for the employee’s 
premium payments.   Motion carried.  
 

Motion by Commissioner Tucker, seconded by Commissioner Ankeny to approve the 
following list of surplus property for auction: 

Quantity Item Department 
1 1999 Ford F-150 pickup 4x4 Highway 
1 1997 cavalier travel trailer Highway 
1 Parts washer Highway 
1 Lincoln welder Highway 
1 Pickup box cover Highway 
1 Vacuum cleaner Highway 
2 Hard side long gun cases Sheriff 
1 2001 Ford Expedition Sheriff 
1 1993 Ford Escort station wagon (min. bid $300) Sheriff 
1 1998 Dodge Truck (min. bid $350) Sheriff 
1 1997 GMC Van (min. bid $400) Sheriff 
1 1996 Chevrolet Truck (min. bid $300) Sheriff 
1 1997 Buick four door (min. bid $350) Sheriff 
 REMOVE 2008 Dodge Durango outfitted with 

canine equipment previous declared surplus 
Sheriff 

Motion carried. 
 

Motion by Commissioner Bennett, seconded by Commissioner Reinartz to adjourn 
the meeting at 10:48 a.m. until August 23, 2011 at 8:30 a.m.  Motion carried. 

 
THE MOWER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

BY:___________________________________________ 
Chairperson 

Attest: 
 
By:___________________________________ 
Clerk/Coordinator 
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